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True devotion

One of the notable features of Indian spiritual tradition

is the Bhakti movement. This was in a sense, a real revolution
in the socio-religious sphere, highlighting as it did, the essence
of true devotion, shorn of all appendages of caste, creed,
gender, occupation, wealth etc. The Bhakti philosophers
looked upon man as a reflection of the Universal Spirit and
the body as a mere vehicle to house the soul and carry on its
preordained activities as a result of its actions in previous
births. Whether it is Meerabai in the north, Sant Tukaram or
Sant Namdev in Central India, the Alwars and Nayanmars in
the south, the language may be different, but the refrain is the
same. That of simple and true devotion, in a language that
appealed and appeals to the commoner as well as the learned.

The Haridasas of Karnataka belong to this group of
wandering ministrels and bards, who, through their lives of
complete surrender to the lord demonstrated the hollowness
of man’s preoccupations with the trivial and instead exhorted
him to embark upon the path towards realizing the goal of
existence.

This does not mean that they wanted people to run
away from their responsibilities and lead a life of laziness and
hypocrisy. On the other hand, they emphasized the importance
of doing one’s duty, irrespective of the results and to engage
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themselves in productive work, instead of resorting to dry
debates.

Literally meaning “servants of God”, the list of
Haridasas includes great names like Purandaradasa,
Kanakadasa, Gopaladasa, Vijayadasa, \Wasaraja, Vadiraja
and many others, including ladies like Harapanahalli
Bheemavwva.

Dedicating themselves to a life of service through
attempting to change man’s way of behaviour and living, they
adopted a practical approach to life. The medium of
communication they chose to convey their thoughts was poetry
and music. Without resorting to high sounding words or
profound metaphysics, but at the same time concealing the
very essence of all the religious treatises, they adopted the
language of the masses to drive home their points.

Abstaining from gossip and slander, not coveting others
possessions, hard work, belief in the efficacy of prayer and
worship, not giving in to greed and anger, curtailing one’s
wants, realization that “humanity” is the only religion form the
bedrock of their teachings. This would suffice to counter the
accusation that religion and philosophy are a means of escapism
from life’s realities.

The compositions of these Bhakti saints constitute a
vital part of literature and Indian Music and continue to be
sung by musicians of all generation. When set to music, the
glorious words with their enlightening and elevating meanings
create an atmosphere of divinity suffused with melody.
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| A Date with Burglars |

By R. G. Subramanyam

It was in the wee hours of that black Wednesday,
2 July 2008. when we were fast asleep, that some unknown
and uninvited “honoured guests” sneaked into our house
stealthily and silently and decamped with some valuable things,
which the women folk in general are very possessive and fond
of. This sordid episode made an indelible dent on our psyche
and shattered our morale. Life is incomplete if man does not
get the experience of all types-good, bad. pleasurable, painful
etc. The demoralizing experience of 2/7 violently stirred the
placid waters of our life and gave a new meaning to life. Is it
not too unreasonable to expect that life should always move
in the direction that we want it to proceed? It is common
knowledge that we are not the arbiters of our lives but are
just mute and passive spectators, who simply play or dance
to the tunes set by somebody. whom we know not. An unseen
hand operates the levers of our lives. We simply do not know
what the womb of time has in store for us. We come to this
world perhaps to pay the woes of sin of our past lives:

The shocking incident of 2/7 brought to the fore many
facets of human nature. There was an overwhelming response
from a good number of Samaritans who went an extra mile to
render help and lend support to a family, which was then in a
mentally shattered state. We sincerely thank all those who
stood by us during those distressing moments. Adeeply shaken
neighbourhood naturally wanted to know how it all happened
and asked a number of questions from the point of their own

| ders,
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and gossipers, whose only interest in the unfortunate episode
was to know the modus operandi adopted by the burglars to
gain entry into the house and the extent of loss that we suffered.
(Would these worthies reimburse the losses that we incurred?
If not, why should they have the idle curiosity to delve into
matters that we wish to forget as a bad dream?)

The anti-social elements like, the terrorists, burglars,
murderers are proving themselves smarter than the law abiding
citizens and law enforcing agencies. They adopt newer and
newer methods and equipments to carry out their nefarious
activities. The burglars who entered into our house cut the
window grill noiselessly by using a hand operated tool.
Immediately after a terrorist attack the government always
says that it would beef up security. We too are now taking
steps to bolt the doors of the stable firmly after the horses
have run away.

We normally take people for granted; Itis only in times

such as these that a person's real worth comes to the surface.

| never knew that my wife with whom I have spent more than

5 decades has a reservoir of inner strength, mental courage
and great presence of mind. She was all alone with the devils
in the dead of the night for well over an hour. Still she did not
raise any alarm. She resigned herself to the inevitable and
played her cards extremely well. Any wrong step on her part
would have invited disaster to us. | rediscovered my wife that
day.

We were fortunate in having that day in our house
“good” burglars. They took away only those things on which
they had set their eyes on, without casting their eyes on any
other articles that were there for the asking. Except for giving
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me a taste of a physical assault, they conducted themselves
nonviolently. They did not rob us of our limbs or lives or maim
us.

They must have gone away with utter disappointment
with the size of the booty, which was highly disproportionate
to their labour and incommensurate to the risks they carried.
They must have cursed me for having in the house so little of
the yellow metal. They must have concluded that | was a man
without substance, contrary to the general perception that the
designation attached to my name carries They must have
deeply regretted for having entered a wrong house.

| call this not burglary but would prefer to call it as
redistribution of wealth - a flow from a have to some have-
nots.

( The Land Of No Rain )

CAN you imagine a spot on the earth where it
never rains? The Atacama Desert in Chile, is said to be
the driest spot on earth. The desert is actually quite close
to the coast of the Pacific Ocean, but because of its
geography, the Andes mountain range prevents rain-
bearing clouds from reaching the desert. Some parts of
this desert have not seen rain for 500 years.

However, even in this dry cold desert, there is some
water. You'll find a few salt water lakes, which were created
thousands of years ago, when it must have rained heavily
here. Sometimes, a moisture laden fog comes from the
sea, bringing precious droplets of water, which is enough
for the few cacti, lichens and animals which live here.
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(Scrap the shipping channel projec}

By NANDITHA KRISHNA

THE Sethusamudram Shipping Channel Project (SSCP)
seeks to carve a shipping route through the Palk Straits which
separates India and Sri Lanka. In doing so, the government is
blatantly disregarding three important reasons for not going
ahead with the project: the faith and belief of millions of Hindus,
for whom Rama’s sethu (bridge) is as sacred as the Kaaba for
Muslims; the environment, particularly the Gulf of Mannar
Biosphere Reserve (GOMBR), whose survival is threatened;
and the defence of our southern shores, which will now be
thrown open to the whole world.

First and most important is the belief that Rama built the
bridge. It does not matter whether Rama did or did not exist.
That his followers believe that Rama is divine and constructed
the bridge is sufficient reason to halt the destruction of the
bridge immediately. Swami Vivekananda, the icon of the present
government, wrote of the Sethu that “There Rama’s monkeys
built a huge bridge, called the Sethu Bandha, connecting India
with Ceylon. In very low water even now it is possible to cross
from India to Ceylon over the sandbanks there. Now Rama
was God incarnate, otherwise, how could he have done all these
things?”

Even Sri Lanka, a Buddhist nation, takes care of its Rama
sites, such as the cave at the Ravana Ella Falls where Ravana
hid Sita to prevent Rama from finding her, and the Sitai Amman
Temple at Nuwara Eliya, situated near the Ashokavana where
Ravana held her prisoner. They are still visited by devout Tamil
pilgrims. The route from Ayodhya to Rameshwaram is dotted
with tribes and places with living memories of Rama’s visit and
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thereby sanctified, from Ayodhya to Dandakaranya in Central
India to Nasik on the Godavari; Kishkinda, home of the Vanaras,
described by the Jaina Ramayana as a tribe of brave warriors
with the monkey flag; Anjanadri, near Hospet, where Hanuman
was born; the Sabara (or Saora) tribe of Orissa to which Sabari
belonged; and Rameshwaram, named after Rama who made
it so sacred that it is second only to Kashi.

The second issue is environmental. The SSCP will ring
the death knell of the Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve, which
lies to the west of the Sethu. It is a paradise of coral reefs and
mangroves and 21 uninhabited islands. Covering an area of
10,500 sqg.km. and surrounded by a 10-km buffer zone, it was
a famous pearl fishing centre that traded with Rome in the first
century A.D. The ‘shankha’in Vishnu’s hand is found here.

The endangered species in the GOMBR include the
dugong or sea cow, protected under CITES, seahorses, five
species of marine turtles, ten species of whales and two species
of dolphins. The balanoglossus (Pty-chodera flava), a unique
species of ‘living fossil’ that links vertebrates to invertebrates,
thrives among the mangroves and sea grasses that surround
the islands. Fortyfour species of soft corals are found here.
The coral reefs support over 3000 species, besides providing
nurseries and breeding grounds for several marine species,
including 143 species of crustaceans, 183 species of molluscs,
113 species of echinoderms, gastropods, 109 species of sponges
and tiger prawns, besides 704 fish species, 105 species of marine
birds, 15 species of marine reptiles and 27 species of reptiles.

Kurusadai island, a part of the GOMBR, has been
described as a ‘biologist’s paradise.” Tamil Nadu has 20 per
cent of India’s marine fauna, with the greatest diversity in the
Gulf of Mannar.
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As one actively involved in the efforts to have the Gulf
of Mannar declared a Marine National Park in 1986, | find the
Ministry of Environment and Forest’s clearance of the project
shocking, but not so surprising if we remember that the Ministers
of both Shipping and Environment belong to the DMK. The
project involves both dredging and blasting, which will surely
endanger the flora and fauna of the Gulf. The threatened entry
of oceanic and alien species into the Gulf and the effect of
blasting on the fauna have been ignored. The BJP has suggested
a realignment which will be as detrimental to the GOMBR as
the present alignment. For the sake of the unique biodiversity
of the Gulf of Manner the project must be scrapped.

To imagine that India needs the 30-kilometre, four-hour
advantage that the SSCP will provide is ridiculous. Transportation
of goods from eastenmdia to the western coast will still be
much cheaper by rail, which transporters prefer. The major
ships to use that route will be oil tankers travelling from the
Middle East to the Far East. They will leave behind oil slicks
that will destroy whatever is left of the Gulf of Mannar
Biosphere Reserve.

The third reason to scrap the project is the defence of
the southern shores. The existence of the Rama Sethu
prevented enemy ships from reaching the southern shores of
India. Presently Palk Straits are used by the Sri Lankan Navy
to chase LTTE boats. Imagine aircraft carriers and warships
floating in the Gulf of Mannar! We are asking for trouble.

The Sethusamudram Project is a disaster in every
possible way. Every environmentalist is protesting. Hindus are
protesting. And | wonder whether the Navy has considered
the defence dangers the channel will open up.

Courtesy :Indian Express
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