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The saint of sweetness

SRI RAMANUJA'S jayanti was on April 25, just the
day after, Adi Sankara’s. One yearns to have met a person
of such kindness and “basked in his effulgence” as Rajaji’s
generation would have put it. Ramanuja was born at
Sriperumbudur in 1017CE and set his heart on God in the
aspect of Mahavishnu, as the embodiment of all that was
good and auspicious. Ramanuja’s guru, Sri Ghoshtipurna,
initiated him into the holy Srimantram (“Thirumanithiram’
in Tamil). Its eight mystic syllables were given only to the
deserving few who had proved their selves worthy to receive
it. But Ramanuja (his name, pronounced ‘Raama anuja’ is a
synonym for ‘Lakshman’: Ramanuja, or Ram’s younger
brother) was as impulsive as his epic namesake and as self-
sacrificing. He raced to the very top of the temple and’cried
the mantra aloud for all to hear: “Hear, O people.'This is
the life-transforming mantra that will redeem you if you
repeat it always with your mind fixed on God: Om Namo
Narayanaya! Om Namo Narayanaya!”.

When Ghoshtipurna scolded him for scattering the
powerful Srimantram broadcast, Ramanuja was unrepentant.
He was ready to be sent to narkam (hell) as punishment, he
said respectfully but steadfastly to his guru. But he couldn’t
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bear to keep such a treasure secret. Surely it was meant to
benefit the whole world.

Ramanuja disdained to slot people into castes and
sects. Though a Brahmin born, he received all castes into
his house and fed everyone alike with love and care. The
Bhakti Movement rollercoasted through India from the 12th
century for almost 500 years. It was the profoundest thing
to happen in the inner life of Bharat after the Buddha and
Adi Sankara (one of its consequences, the ‘Ramcharitmanas’
of Goswami Tulsidas, was to change the history of North
India forever). It was Ramanuja’s disciple, Ramananda, who
went from Karnataka to North India as a flagbearer of the
Bhakti Movement. His disciple, Raidas was guru to Meera
Bai. Another of Ramananda’s great disciples was Kabirdas,
whose ideas later impressed none other than the founder of
Sikhism, Gurunanakdeyv, that other great abode of sweetness
who became the next major spiritual force in India. Few
can claim, as Ramanuja does, such a golden roll of honour
as legatees.

But it is his, empathy for small human wishes that
gently nudge us not to be emotionally ‘kanjoos’, for we too
can make others feel so cherished with little acts of
thoughtfulness. Aandaal, the girl saint who had merged into
the Lord at Srirangam had wanted a hundred vessels of sweet
rice called ‘akkaara-vadisal’ to be served at her wedding.
But since it hadn’t happened, Ramanuja, though he came
several centuries later, fulfilled her wish and is known ever
after as her elder brother.
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You gotta know this...

*

*

Pumice is the stone which floats on water.

South Korea is the country which celebrates it’s
independence day on August 15 other than India.

Jim Laker of England is the first man to take all
the 10 wickets in an innings of test match.

Charles Bannerman is the first man to bowl and
Alfred Shaw is the first man to bat in the history
of test cricket.

2nd Kolli war started on 20th of March, 2003
between Iraq and America.

The World Trade Centre (WTC) blast happened
on September 11, 2001.

Marcello Malpighi (1628-1694) and Nehemiah
Grew (1841-1912) were made 1st microscopic
studies of the anatomy plants.

England’s Basil D’Oliviera was the first batsman
to be run-out in ODIS in the first ever match
against Australia at the MCG in Jan 1971. But it
Is Wasim Akram who holds the record of getting
run out on most occasions - 38.

England’s Dennis Amiss scored the first century
in ODI against Australia at Manchester in August
1972.

The first catch in the history of ODI was taken
by Australia’s Bill Laury off the bowling of Jeff
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Thomson in the first ever match. The batsman
to be dismissed was England’s Geoff Boycott.

A googly, or a “wrong un” is a delivery which
looks like a normal leg spinner, but actually turns
towards the batsmen, like an off-break, rather
than away from the bat. Unlike a normal leg
break, a googly is delivered out of the back of
the hand, with the wrist 180 degrees to the
ground.

West Indian Roy Fredericks was the first

batsman to be dismissed given out hit wicket.
Opening the innings, Fredericks hit a Lilee
delivery over the ropes, but lost his balance and
fell on to his stumps.
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ROBVIER

: M.Sc. in Mathematics,

. Profession - Playing Violin - Toured all places
in India, U.S.A., Australia, European
Subcontinent, South America, etc.
accompanying famous Carnatic Musicians.
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POINT TO PONDER

The other day | met my friend Gopal after an interval
of a month at the Sankar Mutt in Sankarapuram. There

was no rush and we had a good darshan of Sri Sankara

and Sri Sharada Devi. After worshipping, we sat near the
fountain chitchatting. Suddenly he said, "Doctor, | am so
sorry | did not disclose the news that | have bought a brand
new Maruthi Esteem car. | know how you decry that car
stating that the seats are very low and the way our heads
collide with the roof whenever there is a hump in the road
etc. So | did not inform you !" He was quite apologitic. |
smiled and said, "Well, Gopal, it is one's own fancy. It is
your money, and you know what you want from your car!
Who am I to control you !" An old man who was sitting a
little away from us said with a genial smile, "Sorry for
intruding. The very name Maruthi is great since Lord
Anjaneya has conquered all the five Bhoothas.!" Gopal
was as usual inquisite, "How can you say that ?" The old
man smiled and said, "Listen my friends. | will list them
for you.

1. He made the daughter of Bhooma Devi (Sita Devi)
happy by giving her the Choodamani. Hence he
conquered Bhoomi or Prithvi.

2. He crossed the Oceans carrying the Sanjeevini
Parvatha. Thus he won the oceans (Ap).

E-mail : sankethisangha@yahoo.com Visit us at www.sankethi.com
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3. He set fire to Lanka when Ravana wanted to Kill
him by setting fire to his tail. The Lord was not
hurt but there was lot damage done to Ravana's
kingdom. Thus he won over fire (Theju).

4.  Lord Hanuman is the son of Vayu. No wonder he
conguered Vayu by being his beloved son.

5. Finally he assumed gigantic proportions to carry
Lord Rama and Lakshmana on his shoulders. Thus
he conquered the skies (Akasha).

Thus Lord Maruthi conquered all the five bhoothas
without any sort of strain and effortlessly. With this idea
in mind if we pray sincerely, whole heartedly and with
all humility. He will be ever ready to come to our rescue.
Similarly your Maruthi car will be ever ready to help you
to reach your destination effortlessly and without any
strain. Further the car will also save you from accidents.
So gentlemen, when you see a Maruthi car always think
of Lord Hanuman and his valour and his readiness to come
to our rescue !" Even though | was quite prejudiced against
Maruthi cars, this speech by a total stranger made quite
an impression on me and whenever | see a Maruthi car |
think of Lord Maruthi.

Let us ponder on this point.
- Dr. S. Mohan Ram

*kkkkkkkkkk
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(' VALUE OF TIME OR MONEY ? )

| was motivated to pen these lines after reading Jug
Suraiya’s article “Price of Memory”. The article gave me a
sense of deja vu in taking me back to the late sixties when
| distinctly recall buying a bottle of Coke ( which used to
be available not in plastic but glass bottles) for only four
annas (twenty five paise today) from a local vendor.

21 23330 2005

Those were the days | would walk to a cycle wallah
on Wellesly Road from my Dad’s government flat where |
lived in Kaka Nagar, to take a bicycle on rent, again, at the
rate of four annas per hour. It gave me immense pleasure
riding the bike as fast as | could on the inner road off the
main road. There wasn’t much traffic on the roads those
days, what with there being mainly Fiat and Ambassador
cars, and yet | was given strict instructions not to ride bikes
on the main road till such time my parents were confident |
could ride a bike properly, though | must confess | was pretty
confident that | could ride well. | would clandestinely careen
the bike off on to the main road for short distances and feel
highly thrilled at the prospect (of having grown up !). The
hour for which | would rent the bike would get over sooner
than | thought and | would reluctantly return the bike to the
shop. On my walk back home | would stop by at this vendor’s
shop with whom | had become quite familiar over time and
indulge myself with a bottle of Coke. At the end of the day,
only eight annas had been spent and what pleasure it gave !
One can't think today of spending such a miniscule amount
for such simple pleasures.

| also remember that one would have a lot of time in
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the evenings when | could spend value time with one’s
parents and brothers. My father used to return home by taxi
from his office in Parliament Street, paying only two rupees
as per the meter ! A little while later, the entire family would
go off to Khan Market where my brothers and | would settle
for a “CARYHOM?” choc bar ice cream costing two rupees
a piece while my parents would be busy purchasing groceries
and other household items. We would get home in time for
me to complete my homework and prepare to attend school
the next day.

Life in short was simple and we as kids were a satisfied
lot. Connaught Place was the haven for movies, specially
those in English, and would be screened at Odeoon, Plaza
& Rivoli. Dad would always ensure that his kids got to see
good movies provided they did not have an “A” tag with it.
Those days balcony seats used to be available at three rupees
fifty paise each and the black market price was just double
- seven rupees! Where can one think these days of buying a
movie ticket at anywhere near this price ? The lowest one
can get a tick(in any of the Malls) today for is one hundred
and twenty rupees, not taking into account the splurge on
pop corn, soft drinks and followed by dinner(if one goes for
an evening show) at either McDonalds or Pizza Hut. In short
a visit to the movies these days could set you back by at
least one thousand rupees.

Close to forty years have gone by since those days.
Disposable income has increased substantially. Consumer
and other sophisticated electronic goods have flooded the
market. Plastic money is the in thing. Nothing is beyond
one’s reach including a plethora of foreign cars available
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against loans which are offered at attractive rates of interest.
Most couples work for economic reasons leaving kids to be
brought up by ayahs. Places of work are at great distance
from homes resulting in couples spending inordinately long
hours commuting back and forth. By the time one gets back
from office energy levels are at an all time low leaving little
or no time to attend to kids (if any time is left, it is reserved
for seeing soap operas on TV!) One should be lucky if one’s
kids are intelligent and are mature enough to realize their
responsibility and make it on their own. Or else, they are
done for.

Each one of us has got sucked into this vortex where
there is an indecent hurry to make it big both in terms of
personal ambition and wealth in the shortest possible time,
leaving little or no time to enjoy small pleasures. How does
one get out of this ? The situation is getting progressively
worse by the day. What is the solution ?

| have no answers.
A. Kashinath
New Delhi
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THE PLACE OF “NEED” IN OUR
ACTIVITIES

Does need dictate our activities and transactions in
our daily life? Generally yes. One goes to the bank or
post office only when one needs to. When does a person
go to a doctor? Only when he is sick. Again, he takes the
medicine only for the duration advised, i.e. till the “need”
for the medicine lasts. Who will seek a lawyer’s services
other than the one who is involved in a litigation? Grocery
stores are visited only when necessity arises. High rise
buildings come up in big cities necessitated by high land
costs. Traffic conditions dictate the need for traffic signals.

We pray to the Lord. when we face a problem. Have
we not heard of the Kannada saying “Sankata bandare
Venkata Ramana” when a problem is beyond us, need
arises to seek God’s intervention & blessings, for relief.
Once, the prayers are answered, and the ‘need disappears,
ungrateful as many of us are, God is forgotten until another
crisis appears, when prayers are repeated.

Now,.let us look at our own body’s functions, and
see how necessity or need activates the functions.
Consider, for example, breathing. We breathe continuously
because there is a continuous need for it. We are hardly
aware of our breathing and take almost no notice of it.
Consciousness ensures that breathing takes place for all
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the 24 hours, even during deep sleep when we have no
awareness of even our own bodies. This continues, without
a break , till the need lasts, i.e., till the allotted span of life
is completed and the body dies. To cite a few more
examples - Digestion takes place when the need arises,
i.e., when food is eaten. Once digestion is completed,
stomach rests. If stomach upset takes place, we are forcibly
made aware of it to give rest to the stomach as needed.

In a healthy body, pancreas secretes only that much
insulin that is required when sugar in any form is
consumed. When infection takes place, fever will compel
seeking medical help. Nature or consciousness has not
allowed control of bodily functions to man. It is Just as
well, for, if man could be trusted to control his functions,
may be he would even forget to breathe!

Thus we see that “need” plays big role in many of
man’s activities. But many of man’s other actions are
dominated by his wants and desires. Man goes to a very
great length to satisfy them but sees no end to them. Is it
not Mahatma Gandhi who said “There is enough in this
world for every man’s need but is there enough for every
man’s greed?” How true? A very thin line divides ‘wants
from ‘greed’ and many times, this line gets pushed further
and further by a cunning mind which justifies “greed” as
“necessity” and man readilly and willingly obliges by
satisfying them, and more and more demands arise and
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demand fulfilment and this goes on. This happens as more
and more families have more and more surplus money
due to very high salaries of I.T and software personnel
and economic boom which has enriched many a family.
Diverse consumer goods including electronic appliances,
TVs, digital cameras etc have flooded the market to satisfy
the demands of consumers. Research has resulted in
improvement in design and better appliances and
particularly cars. Besides, easy availablility of car loans
as well as claiming depreciation offer incentives for going
in for latest model and more expensive cars. In the olden
days, office goers and students depended on 2 wheelers -
I mean cycles - for transport and the roads were not
crowded. No longer so, Now, cars, scooters and motor
cycles and autorickshaws vie with each other for road
space and to say traffic conditions are chaotic is an under
statement.

Appliances are not only bought for their utility
value. It may be, sometimes for their glamour, domestic
pressure or because a neighbour or a friend has one of
better model and a sense of comparison or competition
results in the purchase. Some of the appliances may even
remain unused and therefore go out of order.

(to be continued......... )

LT.col B.V.S. RAO (Retd.)
Tel No: 2528 2899
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Memorial Awards - 2004

( Anandamma & Venkataramaiah J

LIST OF AWARDEES

Name Place Qualification Amount in Rs.
Prashantha RV Rudrapatna BE 3000
Jayanth A C Mysore MRCS 5000
Aravinda Kuladeep Mysore MFAM 3000
Mahalakshmi S S Somanahalli SSLC 2000
Bhagyalakshmi C Bangalore Dip. Elect. 2000
Nagalatha S S Somanabhalli SSLC 2000
Manasa S K Somanahalli PUC 2000
Subramanya P R Poomagame PUC 2000
Dudda Hobli
ChaitraS S Somanahalli SSLC 2000
Swetha P Hassan Il B.Sc. 3000
Usha TN Ramanathapura PUC 2000
Srividya J Gejjaganahally SSLC 2000
Vanishree K B Kuppahalli | PUC 2000
K. R. Pet
Srividya S Hassan SSLC 2000
Subramanya S Somanabhalli PUC 2000
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Horoscope - Reading and Palm Reading, Numerology

Horoscope are calculated on the basis of sidereal systenh

Predictions will be given through
planetory aspects.
(Computer Printouts will be at extra cost)

Timings :
11 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.
5.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.

Just give your Name, Date of Birth,
Birth Time, Weekday and Birth Place.

For details contact :

H. K. SATYAPRAKASH
S/o. H. S. Krishna Murthy
Grandson of Javaraya Meshtru of Hanasoge

Grandson of Late Rudrapatna Srinivasaiah
Advocate - Channapatna

NATURE CURE CONSULTANT

DO YOU WANT TO GET RID OF TENSION, ACIDITY,
GASTRIC TROUBLE ETC...

@3@3 zéé@’iﬁvéﬁ@ﬁ TOWIFR

H. K. SATYAPRAKASH
No. 146, Raghavendra Block, 15th Main Road,
Kalidasa Layout, Near Raghavendra Multt,
Srinagar, Bangalore - 560 050.

Cell No. :
9886334667, 9844125411, 9845994578

N
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Pragathi Enterprises

Electrical Engineers & Contractors

B. S. N. Murthi

No. 32 "K", 11th Cross, 19th Main,
Rajajinagar,

Banglaore - 560 010.
Phone : 080 - 23321145
Mobile : 9448324336
E-mail : murthi203@yahoo.com

N

\ J/
4 )
For anything in Electrical works in
Buildings and Layouts

(Scheme Design, Tendor Costing,
Site inspection and Report,
Bill Checking, Drawings, etc.)
Contact : 26713915/ 9886753115
\ J/
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