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JJustice Ismail and Kamban—

Our foremost Tamil Ramayana scholar

Justice M.M. Ismail has led a high profile life as Chief
Justice of the Madras High Court and briefly acting governor
of Tamil Nadu, and as a scholar of Kamban's ‘Iramavataram’.
He was born on February 8, 1921, in Nagore, a town just a
little north of Nagapattinam, on the eastern coast of the state
of Tamil Nadu. Nagore is an area with a high Muslim
concentration.

After about three years in a madrasa, Justice M. M.
Ismail joined the Nagore Muncipal Muhammadan Boys High
Elementary School. Because he had gone to a madrasa and
then joined elementary school he was older than most boys in
his class. He wanted to do well so that he would catch up with
his peer group, and because of his hard work and intelligence,
he was allowed to skip several grades.

Ismail recalls that all his teachers in elementary school,
except the Urdu teacher, were Hindu Brahmins. His teachers
took pride in his academic ability; Justice Ismail remembers
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their confidence in him with affection. He recalls one incident
with poignancy. When the British governor of the Madras
Presidency drove by their elementary school, the teachers took
the students out to watch him. As the motorcade passed them,
Krishnamurthi Aiyar, one of his teachers, said, "Our Ismail
will one day become a governor like this and become famous.”

Later, due to the affectionate mentoring of all his teachers
at the Nagal (Nagappattinam) National High School he became
interested in Tamil literature, specifically Kamban's
Iramavataram. He recalls that one of his teachers, N.
Aravamudan, went out of his way to encourage the success of
non-Hindu students.

When Ismail stood first in his school, he travelled forty
kilometres to Kumbakonam to convey the news to his teacher,
who lived in the Brahmin quarters right outside the temple.
On hearing the news, the teacher, who lived in the orthodox
section of Kumbakonam and who normally would not touch
non-family members, joyfully embraced the student. Ismail
also notes that in his youth there were no tensions between the
Hindus and Muslims and that he was the favourite student of
all his teachers, many of whom were Hindu Vaishnavaites.

Extracted from 'Questioning
Ramayanas', OUP
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Very often we come across families in which, though born to
the same parents, one son is in a high status economically and
emotionally, leading a happy life, while another is in a
lamentably low level, unhappy in life and unable to make both
ends meet ! This paradox appears to be puzzling. One naturally
ponders for an explanation. Some call it fate and some blame
God, whereas the truth is that it is neith@ur scriptures

have an agreeable explanation for this.

Aiteraya and Taittiriya Upanishads control that the Supreme
Godhead, the Paramathman ONLY existed once, when He
devised a Cosmic Play of multiplying into many, that we see
and hear around us. The entire Creation falls under two class :
the Prakruti and the Jiva. Jiva, the Lord wished, should revert
back to Him, overcoming Prakruti's play making it difficult
for Jiva to do so, by attracting and deluding it with its Maya !
The Tamo, Rajas and Satva gunas born of Prakruti, dominate
over Jiva binding it and blocking its Spiritual Elevation back
to its Source i.e., the Paramathman. This is the Cosmic Leela
of the Lord !

What is the nature of the Tri-gunas ?

A Tamasic person can be recognized by his laziness, casual
attitude, indifferent behaviour and being of unenthusiastic,
boring nature. Such a Kumbhakarna prefers to sleep, eat, laze
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around all the time, doing nothing and remaining a burden to
others, with no serious efforts to raise himself materially and
spiritually. A Rajasic person hums around with non-stop
activity, poking his nose in others' affairs, always aiming for
target after target in life, never contented with one achievement
or accumulation of wealth, ever eyeing for more and more
with insatiable greed. Passionate that such a Ravana is, he has
to get what he wants - by hook or crook, be it power, position,
name, fame, woman or money. A Satvik person is child-like
pure, innocent and blemishless. Such a Royal sage Bharatha,
is happy at the slightest good and sad at others' misery, like the
plight of the baby-deer which lost its mother to the flood,
infecting Bharatha's compassion, distracting him from the
Gunathita nature ! He is like a crystal that takes over the colour
of the object seen through it !

R0 sF

How do the Gunas bind and block the Jiva ?

Tamo guna dulls a person to such an extent that he remains all
the time like a street dog, with nothing to look to, accepting
what comes its way and unable to get any thing by its own.
Such people never attempt to improve their lot even materially,
what to talk of spiritual upliftment ! Rajo guna ties a person to
more and more of wants. Since all wants cannot be fulfilled, at
some stage or other he stumbles, fails, gets disappointed,
frustrated and ends up in sadness or wickedness, thus closing
his path towards God. Is Satva guna good then ? No, not that
either ! For, a Satvik is carried away by the ways of life. He
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gives in to emotional attachment to children, relations, good
food or company or is lured a way by too much of Ritualistic
Spirituality and reading of scriptures, which is also an
intelligential attachment ! And about attachment say slokas 62
& 63 of chapter 2 of Bhagavad Gita, that any enjoyment creates
a craving, a desire, whose non-fulfilment leads sequentially to
anger, to delution, to confusion and ultimately to destruction
of the very intellect !

2033 soTor

All of us are under varying degrees of control by one or the
other of the three Gunas, more by one at a point of time, than
the other two. None of these gunas will lead us to Ultimate
Salvation. The predominant guna at the time of our death,
decides the type of womb that we take in the next birth, giving
us a starting point at the new-birth-body, to continue our
spiritual journey. That is why, we find different gunas and
statuses among different sons born to the same parents, which
parents, from their point of view, get these different natured
sons, to clear up their own Karmic debts of their past births -
to suffer because of some son and to enjoy through another
son !

If all the three gunas are binding, then how does the Jiva get
out of their binding and so of the Maya ?

Every Jiva has salvation- some reach it earlier, some after many
births. One has to progress from Tamo guna to Rajo guna to
Satva guna to Gunaathita state! This is the state, in which one
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realizes that whatever prompting he gets is because of a guna
and refuses to surrender to its influence. Sri Ramana Maharishi
declined anaesthesia, when he had to be operated upon, stating
that the operation will affect his body, which is not he, the
Jiva. This is where one's Purushartha comes in. It is for the
Jiva to make efforts to get out of the rut created by prakrutic
gunas, instead of sinking into them, mistaking it to be
"Enjoyment"!Such Spiritual Progress can come only by a
conscious effort to be good, do good, see good and hear good,
by following the dictates of Vedas, by practice and
determination, refusing to be deluded by the Maya of worldly
attraction, by remaining like the Lotus on Water. This should
not be interpreted as calling upon us to run away from worldly
commitments, but only to require us to keep performing all
our duties, without getting attached to them or be tied down
by them! Shri Sathya Sai Baba of Puttaparthi says, " Keep
your hands in the society, but your head in forest!"

R03C3 sToF
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Major (Prof) V Ramanujam (Retd), is the Co-ordinator for
Veda Teaching in Karnataka State, under Shri Sathya Sai
Seva Organisation and is available for honorary teaching and
lecturing on Veda, at 621, "Sai Shruthi”, 1st ‘A’ Main,
8th Block, Jayanagar. Tel : 2655 6999 & 2654 5666.
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Continued - Refer February-2004 Issue  Lt. Col. B.V.S.Rao (Retd.)

GANDHARI

Although Gandhari who married the blind king was gifted with
normal sight, she was willing to forego sight in view of the King's
blindness. She therefore voluntarily blind folded herself and refused
to see though she could see. Man's mind can be compared to
Gandhari. Man also shuts his mind & refuses to see as he voluntarily
blind folds himself. Man sees with a screen of preconceived ideas,
bias and prejudices and does not see things as they are. Distorted
vision results. If attention is not paid, and the mind is not behind
the act of seeing, no real "seeing" takes place and nothing is
registered. If man refuses to see, who can force him ? Let us learn
the lesson and be alert and see things as they are without our fixed
opinions interfering with us. Let us not blindfold ourselves.

BHISMA

Consider the great and revered Bhisma Pitamaha, an unconquerable
warrior, the very embodiment of Dharma, but now fighting for the
most unjust and unrighteous Kauravas as he had given his word to
protect the Kaurava throne.

He was an authority on Dharma having known Dharma in all its
minutest details and had no doubts whatever on what was wrong
and what was right. But Bhisma did not or could not prevent
Kauravas continuously doing wrong and injustice to Pandavas. Was
he not a mute and silent sepctator when attempt was made to disrobe
Draupadi in public and felt absolutely helpless to prevent it, nor did
he even protest ?

With man's knowledge of Dharma, his inner voice always tells him
what is right and what is wrong. Like Bhisma, man feels helpless
and allows himself to do wrong. His ego, vasanas and tendencies
almost compel him to stray from the path of Dharma. Initially, he
may do wrong knowing it to be wrong, almost against his will.
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After a few times, he may do wrong actually believing it to the
right Ego in men makes him believe so. Ego and his tendencies can
be compared to Bhisma's condition of helplessness to prevent wrong
being done.
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Bhagavan Krishna very well knew that while Bhisma was on the
battlefield, Pandavas' victory would not be in sight. Such was his
prowess and valour. The Lord was therefore determined to render
Bhisma ineffective, and to adopt any means, fair or foul, to achieve
the aim of ensuring that good triumph over evil, ultimately. This
lesson was to be shown to the world. Therefore when Lord Krishna
saw Bhisma fighting with great valour even on the ninth day, He
had to find a way to force Bhisma not to fight. He was aware of
Bhisma's word that he would not fight and would lay down his
arms if Shikandi would face him in battle. Accordingly, on the 10th
day of battle, Bhagwan placed Shikandi in front of Arjuna to fight
Bhisma. As per his word, Bhisma did not fight and thus fell in battle.
Thus Bhagwan cleared the way for victory of the Pandavas, i.e. of
Dharma over Adharma. The means adopted to defeat Bhisma appears
to us, ordinary men, not entirely fair. Similar is the impression
considering the manner in which Dronacharya fell in battle, the
death of Duryodhana or, for that matter, the manner in which the
end of Karna was ensured. But who are we to judge Him or His
methods ? It only means that for ensuring victory of good over evil,
or Dharma over Adharma, means not entirely fair may be adopted,
but only with the blessings of the Lord. After all, Dharma "when
protected, protects”. In such cases, the end justifies the means.

In the matter of continuous battle within man in his daily living
between his good and bad points, some times good triumphs over
evil and many other times the other way. There is no man with only
virtues and not a single bad quality nor is there any man with only
evil and wicked qualities and no virtues at all. All men are a mixture
of both. Constant effort and alertness is required to put down evil
and cultivate and nourish good qualities. Is it not true that every
saint had a past and every sinner has a future ?
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With Best Compliments from :

We Bring you the knowledge of computers

. Foremost Step to Computers

# 2443, 9th Main, (Opp. to Suchitra Film Society]),

MEGHAN COMPUTERS

Golden Opportunities for Housewives
and Students

2 Months Rs. 8p0
(Fundas, Windows, Word, Excel, Power Point)

Diploma in Tally 3 Months Rs. 180p

(Fundas, Windows, Tally 6.3)

Tally 6.3 2 Months Rs. 1500

Programming in C 4 Months Rs. 2040
(Includes Data structures, Binary Trees)

Programming in C ++ 1 Month  Rs. 2509

(Pre-requisite Knowledge of C)

For further details contact :

Nagashree Madhukar

BSK 2nd Stage, Bangalore - 560 070.
Ph: 26760481 / 31818614

E-mail : sankethisangha@yahoo.com
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M/s. Darshanika Foundations (R)

For Rehabilitation of Physically
Handicapped and promotion of Rural
Development Programmes.
Regd. Office :No. 83/2, "Arihant”, K. R.

Road, Opp. V. V. Puram Science Collegé

Shankarapura, Bangalore - 560 004.
Ph: 080 - 26609491
Donations accepted from Rs. 500/- to
Rs. 25,000/- under different heads.
Donations may be made through
D.D./Pay Order drawn in favour of
"Darshanika Foundation”,
payable at Bangalore.
Donors will be honoured by Honorarium.
80-G of I.T. benefits for Donors. Those

interested may contact the office or below

mentioned persons :
President : N. V. Krishna Murthy
Ph : 9845522660

Secretary : P. Rajendra, Ph : 9845437914

For details contact :
H. K. Satyaprakash, Social Worker

N

Ph : 9886334667
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DEPARTMENT OF POSTS, INDIA

Sub :Postal Sevices in Banaglore City

Postal Services Bangalore Basavanagudi Jayanagar
GPO HPO HPO

Enquiry 2266772 26613930 26340303
Speed Post 2861435 26613964 26557644
Customer Care | 2863434 26608366 26631004
Centre

Western Union | 2865660 26617600 26340303
Money Transfer

Philately 2863434 26617600 26340303

Customer Care Centre Bangalore South : Division 26539722

Express Parcel Post : 2268323 / 2382670

Business Post : 5595363 / 6509837

E-mail : sankethisangha@yahoo.com
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H. K. SATYAPRAKASH

Dealer in all types of products like
Pressure Cookers, Bed Spreads, Incen
Sticks, Fans, Tea, Copper Bottom Vessel
Sarees, Dress Materials, Chudidar
Materials, Family Pack Towel sets,
Lungis, Dhotis etc., of good quality
available. 15% Discount available on
some products.
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available.

Road, Kalidasa Layout,
Near Raghavendra Mutt, Srinagar,
Bangalore - 50.

For details contact :
0886334667
0844125411

Horoscope - Reading and Palm Reading|

No. 146, Raghavendra Block, 15th Mait

4
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Wizl Best Compliments From :
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Sri Bhaskar Industries

O O 0, 0, 0 O 0 0 0 0
0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0

# B - 78, Industrial Estate, Rajajinagar,
Bangalore - 560 044.

Phone : 23350646

With Best Compliments From :

S EELLELTLL TS
ROTAMACH INDIA
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C - 20, NGEF, Ancillary Estate

Mahadevapura Post, White Field Road
Bangalore - 560 048.

Phone : (O) 28524226 (R) 26784112
Prop. S. N. SHIVA SHANKAR
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