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How much does God want?

Religious devotion is a powerful driving force. Hundreds
of millions give hard-earned money to religious places or
causes without thinking twice, rich and non-rich equally. And
the adornment of idols and of places of worship has always
been a matter of genuine absorption, driven by real feeling.
That the faithful get a needed feeling of fulfillment, of peace,
from such offerings can’t be denied.

The more famous the shrine, the greater the , willingness
to give, to expect the shrine and its objects of worship to be
looked after unsparingly. Famous shrines are, thus, always
overflowing with money given by the faithful. Tirupati's hundis
yield an average inflow of Rs 200 billion a year, and an addition
10-odd kg of gold ornaments every week, to add to the eight-
odd tonnes of ornaments already in the treasury for adorning
the deities. This is typical; despite spending on education,
charity, philanthrophy, pilgrim facilities and so forth, such shrines
have an invariable problem of utilising the gushing wealth. Thus
the news from the famous Somnath temple in Gujarat, that
the managing trust has decided to embellish all the temple’s
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110 pillars with plates of gold, and later the temple spire and
idols, too.

Who can possibly object? We do not - it is their own
money and spent for a public purpose - but the news does
make us pause. Consider, too, last month’s news item about
various items of jewellery allegedly missing or pilfered from
the Tirupati shrine, and discovered only after a long passage
of time, partly because it was difficult to keep track of such a
hoard.

Many temple trusts keep racking their brains to think
up more and more ways of costly adornment, in the fixed
belief that this pleases the Lord and propels yet more peace
and goodwill among devotees. Yet, no faith, as far as we know,
has divinity demanding such returns as a requirement for
blessings; there’s more than one touching story to the contrary,
in both formal doctrine and folk tale.

We are certain that the trustees at Tirupati, at Somnath
and at the tens of thousands of other places where people
flock to get solace or give thanks or to feel reassured are alll
motivated by the purest of motives in their drive to adorn and
bejewel. Still, we wonder if the Lord wouldn’t be just as
pleased if more of such money was spent on something else.
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Radhika as successfully completed the Certified
General Accounting Course in Canada and has now
become a member of Elite Professionals there.
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Chi. Hanasoge Nitin
Krishnamurthy
=
- On the occasion of the
Independence Day, at a function
organised by District Collectors
—— Office at Bandra in Mumbai, Nitin

was awarded a Certificate for having passed the
National Talent Search Examination by the Hon'ble
Minister of Social Justice, Govt. of Maharashtra
Mr. Chandrakanth Handore.

Nitin has completed 10th standard.

Father : H. S. Krishnamurthy, Mumbai

Mother : Geetha
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